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COVID-19, the coronavirus – VOST “VOLYA” (Ukraine) 

Under the cover of coronavirus, the power “servants of the people”  
headed by Zelenskyy have held can lead to establishment of dictatorship  

and real impoverishment of Ukrainian workers 

On the 13th of April 2020, the Verkhovna Rada accepted changes in the 
state budget, using “servants of the people” and their satellites. These 
changes don’t foresee any essential support of business and citizens 
(workers) and don’t contain any strategy of protecting Ukrainians from 
coronavirus and the economical crisis. The financing of local budgets 
(cutting down the program of decentralization), education, as well as 
vocational education, culture is reduced. 

300 % of rise to salaries of medical workers aren’t budgeted. The government declared that those payments 
would be paid by local budgets. However, the financing of law-enforcement authorities (police, Security 
Service of Ukraine, State Bureau of Investigation, public prosecution office etc.) hasn’t been changed. It 
shows that, in fact, the present authorities are intensifying a repressive apparatus under the cover of 
coronavirus and are trying to build a police dictatorial state for struggling with dissentients, without worrying 
about health and economical state of Ukrainians. 

At the beginning of 2020, before the coronavirus epidemic, the disastrous policy of the Zelenskyy 
government led Ukraine to an economical crisis which can cause catastrophic effects for Ukrainian workers 
and our State in general. 

Last year, after the presidential elections, Petro Poroshenko passed Ukraine being economically stable with 
the 5% growth, the filled treasury and international reserves to Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

“Servants of the people” have being authorities for a year and have 
already managed to destroy positive achievements in the economical 
area made during 5 years after the Revolution of Dignity. 

The present authorities push the public health to the background. In 
particular, more people die from cardiovascular diseases, tuberculosis, 
cancer than from coronavirus every day in Ukraine. VOST “VOLYA” 
believes that all the sick should be fully medically treated even during the 
coronavirus epidemic. 
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To provide with economical stability in Ukraine, including overcoming 
results of the coronavirus epidemic, preserving the health of Ukrainians 
and not letting Ukrainian workers become impoverished, VOST “VOLYA” 
declare the necessity: 
- To stop violating the Constitution of Ukraine concerning rights and 

freedoms of citizens; 
- To cancel changes in the state budget made on the 13th April 2020, 

to accept new balanced changes in favour of people of labor, 
essentially to increase the financing of the public health, education and science, culture, the overcoming 
of the coronavirus epidemic results and smoothing over the results at most; 

- To finance increasing salaries and provide medical workers with Personal Protective Equipment; 
- To provide sick people with the full medical treatment during and after the lockdown; 
- To pay compensation to employers and workers of large enterprises, small and medium-sized 

businesses, self-employed, affected by lockdown; 
- To preserve working places; 
- To carry out the indexation of pensions foreseen by the government from the 1st March 2020 and pay the 

announced disposable financial help to seniors and disadvantaged population; 
- To accept the Law on banks and bank activity in general. 

 

Oleksandr Dzhulyk 
President of TU “VOLYA” 

Reference. VOST “VOLYA” is an independent democratic trade union association, whose activity is based 
on the universal principles of Christian morality. Trade union organizations, which formed VOST, have 
operated since 1989, and Trade union “VOLYA” was the first in Ukraine free interbranch regional trade union. 
VOST “VOLYA” is a membership organization of the International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and is 
affiliated to the World Organization of Workers (WOW) and European Federation of Public Service 
Employees (EUROFEDOP). 

VOST “VOLYA” promotes initiative of the trade union reform in Ukraine and creates the concept “The 
challenges of 21st century call for new trade unions”. Oleksandr Dzhulyk is the VOST “VOLYA” president. 
The VOST “VOLYA” and Trade Union “VOLYA” headquarters are located in Lviv. 
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